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pushkarini means holy tanfe It is called darsana pushkarini as
even the mere sighting of the pushkarini is helieved to rid one
of one's sins! There is a story which justified this daim. It is
believed that once upon a time, the Moon God had misbehaved
with his guru-pathini Tara and had a son through her known as
Budha. The other Devas were very angry with the Moon God
for having committed this heinous sin of Guru talpam. They
cursed him. The Moon, as a consequence, started waning. He
approached Brahma. He related his problems. Brahma pitied
him and told him to atone for his sin by going to Saptamrutha
kshetram and to take a holy bath in Hie holy pushkarini and
pray to Bakthavatsala Perumal. He assured him that in course
of time, Perumal would bless him and redeem him from his sin.
Accordingly, Moon reached Thirukkannamangai- He just had
a darsan i.e. looked at the pushkarini. Immediately, he felt he
was relieved of his sin. Hence it is that this theertham got the
name Darsana pushkarini. This story is repeated in Skanda pu-
ranam as well as in Tiruvarur mahatyam.
It is believed that even today Lord Siva guards the east-
ern side, Brahma guards southern side, Bakthavatsala Perumal
western side, Vinayaka northern side and the central part of
the tank is guarded by Lord Muruga. Besides this the eight di-
rections of this pushkarini are being guarded by the following
rishis: Vaashta, Varna devar, Javali, Kasyapa, Parasara, Vyasa,
Visvamitra, and Ashtavakra rishis.
Yet another interesting story connected with this shrine
relates to the life of the great devotee and disciple of Nathamuni
who resided in the precincts of this temple, cleaning and sweep-
ing the prakaras and performing the other services without even
caring for his regualr food and drink.
The name of this disciple is Kannamangai Andan. One
day two people came to worship Bakthavatsala Perumal with
their dogs following them. The two dogs started fighting with
each other. They got hurt and started bleeding. Seeing this,
the owners got annoyed and they started fighting with each
other. Thus, the fight between the animals got transformed
with a fight between the humans viz. the owners of the dogs.